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Press Release | Hong Kong                                                                                                             11th  October 2021                   

Poly Auction Hong Kong × The Authority 

Exclusive launch of debut NFT Exhibition and Online Auction  

 ‘Are you BORED or NOT?’ 

featuring brand new NFT creations from  

11 internationally-renowned artists 

 
2021 is the year of NFTs. As NFT mania enters the global mainstream art scene, Poly Auction 

Hong Kong and The Authority are pleased to be launching its debut NFT exhibition and online 

auction. The exhibition is split into two shows. First, between October 7th – 15th, Poly Gallery Hong 

Kong hosted a solo show for NFT sensation Andreas Ivan to successfully launch his “Smoochies: 

MAETHERIAL” collection. Second, between October 22nd – November 9th, Pacific Place Hong 

Kong will host 11 internationally-renowned artists in a group show titled "Are you BORED or 

NOT?". This show will feature a collection of brand new NFT creations by the 11 artists, each 

exploring the ‘Profile Picture NFT’ trend that is sweeping the NFT metaverse. Following the 

exhibition, between November 8th – November 12th, the NFT creations of Andreas Ivan and the 11 

artists will be sold through Auction on the Poly Auction mobile app and WeChat mini programme. 

“Are you BORED or NOT?” features a renowned 11 artist lineup including celebrated digital artists 

Jonathan Jay Lee, Jasper Wong, Andres Rivera/nook, Dave Arcade and Kongkee. The exhibtion 

will also feature up and coming local artists Chi-Kit Kwong, HOY and Viki Chan, alongside rising 

stars Lester Choy, Gaby Teresa and JUM. 

The artists have each produced a self-defining Profile Picture NFT (“PFPNFT”) series. These 

PFPNFTs present two sides of the same subject: One is ‘BORED’, and one is ‘NOT BORED’ – 

this is a theme which is prevalent in the current NFT metaverse. Both ‘BORED’ and ‘NOT BORED’ 

PFPNFTs will be minted on the Ethereum blockchain. At the “Are you BORED or NOT?” 

exhibition, visitors will have an exclusive opportunity to purchase 50 Limited Edition Prints of the 

‘BORED” PFPNFT creations. Buyers of the Prints will be entered into a lucky draw to win the 1 

of 1 NFT version of their purchased artwork. All ‘NOT BORED’ creations will be open for auction 

from 8th  to 12th  November in the Poly Auction mobile app and WeChat mini programme. 

See you at 1/F, Pacific Place between October 22nd – November 9th for our exclusive NFT showcase!  
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Artwork Highlights 

 
Jonathan Jay Lee ‘Minute to Midnight’ 

BORED Version 

 
Jonathan Jay Lee ‘Midnight At The Hour’ 

NOT BORED Version 
 

Jonathan Jay Lee is an award-winning Taiwanese-American illustrator whose clients have included 

Marvel Comics, Mercedes, San Miguel, Lamborghini, Lee Kum Kee, MINI, Disney Plus, Ho Lee 

Fook, Asics Tiger, Japan Tourism Board and HSBC. He has been listed amongst the World’s Best 

200 illustrators in Lürzer’s Archive. Jonathan’s artwork encapsulates ‘East meets West’, a perfect 

analogy to his multi-cultural upbringing. He is a direct product of Hong Kong city, and his works 

are the same – a personal love letter to Hong Kong.  

Jonathan’s ‘Profile Picture NFT’ series is titled “Minute to Midnight” and “Midnight At The Hour”. 

The two juxtaposing works are an ode to the ‘work hard, play hard’ mentality that is deeply 

embedded in Hong Kong culture.  

In “Minute to Midnight”, we are invited into a classic office setting in corporate Hong Kong. Blue 

lights from the computer screen fight against the glow of Hong Kong’s dazzling cityscape which 

is creeping in through the windows of the office. Life is teeming outside those windows, but within 

them the subject grinds away at her work. She’s a professional and good at what she does up until 

the minute to midnight – the time can be seen in the reflection of the subject’s glasses. This moment 

in time is an all-too-familiar snapshot for anyone who has stepped foot into any office inside one 

of the world’s most bustling cities. 
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When the clock strikes midnight, we are transported to “Midnight At The Hour”. The subject 

transforms, irresistibly shedding her work day grey's for her battle armour of the night. She stands 

tall amongst the signature Hong Kong buildings and vibrant nightlights which previously teased us 

from the window of “Minute to Midnight”. In fast-paced city of Hong Kong, just like in the world 

of NFTs, everything can change in the matter of one minute. The subject remains the same person, 

but her demeanor, outfit and aura has changed entirely. The subject’s dual identities create a ‘Profile 

Picture NFT’ series that truly reflects a unique element of Hong Kong culture. 

 

 
Jasper Wong ‘The Cure to Boredom…’ 

BORED Version 

 
Jasper Wong ‘…is Freedom’ 

NOT BORED Version 

 
Jasper Wong is a celebrated Hong Kong-American artist who has been in Hypebeast's list of 100 

most influential figures in the industry, which includes the likes of Kaws, Pharrell, Banksy, Jay Z 

and Kanye West. Jasper’s Saturday mornings as a child were religiously spent in front of a 

television as he consumed himself in animated adventures. The cartoons that appealed to him as a 

child are represented in his art today: He presents a melding of pop and kitsch influences through 

paint and digital mediums.   

Jasper’s ‘Profile Picture NFT’ series is titled “The Cure to Boredom…” and  “…is Freedom”, a 

quote from the American Poet Dorothy Parker. The concept is centered around the Saturday 

morning ritual that defined his childhood. On Saturdays, Jasper – along with most other 80s and 

90s kids – would wake to watch an endless stream of cartoons. Simply watching would not be 

enough: Jasper would also collect trading cards and comics of his favorite characters. This journey 

coloured most of Jasper’s youth and inspires his work to this day. 

Fast-forwarding to 2021, Jasper’s kids consume creative content in an entirely different way. 

They’ve replaced TVs with iPads, and trading cards with NFTs. Nevertheless, they fall in love with 

their collection all the same. Jasper’s NFT is an ode to this nostalgic childhood journey: He 

connects the world of cartoons to the digital world of NFT collectibles. He depicts apes as a nod to 

his favourite ape cartoon characters, as well as the highly sought after Bored Ape Yacht Club 

collection in the NFT metaverse. 
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Kongkee ‘Sewing Barbara’ 

BORED Version 

 
Kongkee ‘Breaking Up’ 

NOT BORED Version 
 

Kongkee is a legendary Hong Kong Comic Artist. He began his career producing cult classic 

comics such as Pandaman and Ding Ding Penguin. Later, he transitioned into his trademark Hong 

Kong Punk artistic style, crafted to evoke a unique sense of Hong Kong-nostalgia by depicting 

familiar Hong Kong settings that are entirely reimagined through bold colours and futuristic 

themes. Kongkee’s unique style has been featured in BBC News, SCMP, Quartz and GQ. 

Kongkee’s ‘Profile Picture NFT’ is titled “Breaking Up” and “Sewing Barbara”. It is an animated 

loop depicting the iconic centerpiece character in Kongkee’s highly reputed animated comic, 

“Dragon’s Delusion”. 

At first glance, the subject of “Breaking Up” seems human. As the animation unfolds, however, 

the subject’s face slowly opens to reveal internal computer processors and an ominous cassette 

tape. This raises the fundamental question of ‘free will’. Does the character that Kongkee has 

created really have free will? Or is her story written and predetermined by the artist wielding the 

pen? 

“Breaking Up” is based on Kongkee’s childhood story. When he was young, Kongkee was 

saddened to hear that his favourite singer could no longer sing due to vocal cord damage. To 

Kongkee’s imaginative mind, a person’s vocal cords could be represented by cassette tapes, hidden 

inside us with a recording of all the words we are meant to speak in our lives. To deny a person of 

their cassette tape is to deny them of their destined voice. Kongkee also brings this imagery to life 

in “Dragon’s Delusion” – in a search for her soul, the robot shown in “Breaking Up” finds her own 

cassette tape. 

“Sewing Barbara” was once an art curating robot. After she was dumped in the wasteland, she 

began her scavenger journey. She is the protagonist of the novel “Spacetime Scavenger”, which 

exists in the same universe as the one in which “Dragon’s Delusion” takes place. Barbara’s journey 

is inspired by the Ship of Theseus, which asks the viewer: If we are taken apart and reassembled 

with different parts, are we still the same object we were before? Barbara’s aim to replicate herself, 

which she will achieve by being sold at the Exhibition as multiple prints.  
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Andrés Rivera (nook) ‘Girl Talk’ 

BORED Version 

 
Andrés Rivera (nook) ‘BubbleGum Ranger’ 

NOT BORED Version 
 

Andrés (nook) is a New York-native illustrator and Associate Creative Director of Brand New 

School, one of the world’s most reputed Creative Design and Production studios. Andrés has a 

natural knack for visual storytelling, conveyed through fluid blending of 2D, 3D and illustration. 

He is inspired by movies, anime, street culture and fairytales. For over a decade, Andrés has 

produced compelling animated and live action work for prestigious clients such as, Google, Adidas, 

Nike, Apple and many others. 

Andrés’ ‘Profile Picture NFT’ series is titled “Girl Talk” and “BubbleGum Ranger”. It carefully 

blends pop culture references with crypto community nods to tell the story of a hustling NFT native. 

Andrés explores the central artistic concept currently underlying ‘Profile Picture NFT’s: ‘TRAITS’. 

In the ‘Profile Picture NFT’ metaverse, every NFT has the same underlying frame, then they are 

differentiated by the traits, or unique features, bestowed upon individual NFTs. A ‘Profile Picture 

NFT’ is deemed as more ‘hype’ or ‘rare’ when it includes bigger, shinier, and crazier traits. 

In “Girl Talk”, the subject’s traits are monotonous: Her hairtie, digital watch, Hello Kitty hair pin, 

band-aid, Power Ranger t-shirt and brick phone are relics of over-saturated pop culture. With a 

disinterested expression, she ponders: “WGMI?”. This is an acronym for “We Gonna Make It?”, a 

popular expression used by the crypto community pondering the fate of their investments. 

In “BubbleGum Ranger”, the subject and her pose remains unchanged, but her traits are completely 

transformed. With her eyes wide open, she has now teleported to space wearing a pink space suit 

and wielding a wand inspired by Sailor Moon. She is no longer asking “WGMI?”, because she has 

made it. The themes underlying her traits – space, power suits and magic wands – are nods to the 

rarest traits found in the most sought after NFTs across the NFT metaverse. 
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Dave Arcade ‘Faded’ 

BORED Version 

 
Dave Arcade ‘Façades’ 

NOT BORED Version 

 

Dave Arcade is an American artist and cartoon surrealist influenced by Max Fleischer, Salvador 

Dali, MC Escher and the 80’s. Dave’s pieces are etched in clean, black outlines filled with vibrant 

nostalgic colors. Dave is a visual story teller, which is represented in his digital murals that combine 

a one-two punch of strong thinking presented in elaborate, colorful compositions. Dave has been 

commissioned by industry titans such as Google, Nickelodeon, Disney, Activision and the NBA’s 

Utah Jazz. 

Dave Arcade’s ‘Profile Picture NFT’ series is called “Façades” and “Faded”. A Façade represents 

a deceptive outward appearance that hides the deeper messaging underneath. When we display our 

‘Profile Picture’ on social media, we present one layer of ourselves – the façade. Dave challenges 

this concept: What if your ‘Profile Picture’ could speak volumes about you? His work explores 

what hides behind the façade and reveals the components underlying a person’s life. 

Dave’s video-animated work begins at the façade level, presenting a cartoon tiger. As we delve 

deeper, the tiger’s façade is unpacked to reveal a myriad of details hidden within: Classic Air Jordan 

Sneakers, a Cryptopunk ‘flex’, and an arcade amongst a wealth of retro artifacts. The sum of these 

pieces represent the tiger’s true identity, yet we would never have seen these through the façade of 

the ‘Profile Picture’ alone. When the tiger is bored, its demeanor is entirely different. Its eyes turn 

bloodshot red, and in its head we see nothing but a sign protesting ‘I’M A DULL BOY’. Through 

the bored tiger, Dave suggests that sometimes there simply isn’t more than what meets the eye. 

This confronts both the viewer who constantly searches for deeper meaning and the artist who 

constantly looks to add more detail to his works. 
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Lester Choy ‘Flash of Inspiration’ 

BORED Version 

 
Lester Choy ‘Special’ 

NOT BORED Version 

 
Lester Choy is a Singaporean Motion Designer. He previously worked as a Digital Designer at 

TBWA\CHIAT\DAY in New York before transitioning to HUGE in Singapore, where he has built 

digital experiences for the likes of Google, SK-II and Esplanade. Lester sees art as a means to 

navigate personal experiences and slice-of-life moments in a way that is both light-hearted and 

satirical.  

In “Flash of Inspiration”, Lester shows that sometimes the simplest actions you take can change 

your environment and create flashes of inspiration. The subjects feel that flash of inspiration, and 

as a result, they do just that: Flash. 

In “Special”, Lester shows 3 signature characters in an animated loop. The most prominent 

character is a soldier on his path to conquer the world with flowers. The animated loop is never-

ending, or ‘eternal’ – this parallels the concept that conquest itself is an ‘eternal’ challenge, because 

there always remains more to conquer. 

 

 
Chi-Kit Kwong ‘Blossom Night’ 

BORED Version 

 
Chi-Kit Kwong ‘Blossom Day’ 

NOT BORED Version 
 

Chi-Kit Kwong is a Hong Kong Visual Artist and Professor of Illustration at Savannah College of 

Art and Design. His artistic style – inspired by Kon Satoshi and Jean Giraud – blends surrealist 

drawing techniques with Chinese fable and sci-fi anime imagery. 
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“Blossom Night” and “Blossom Day” are Chi-Kit’s takes on the idea of the Spring season, paying 

homage to the Japanese anime aesthetic that influences Chi-Kit’s work. The explosion of color 

spheres symbolizes the potential and possibilities during the season. The floating figure in the 

middle represents the awakening of spirituality and our connection to mother nature. 

 

 
Gaby Teresa ‘Savoury Sweets’ 

BORED Version 

 
Gaby Teresa ‘Food Party ’ 

NOT BORED Version 
 

Gaby Teresa is an Indonesian-born illustrator now residing in Hong Kong. Her entire portfolio of 

work shares one simple goal: To build a world of fun and happiness that can make the viewer’s day 

at first sight. Gaby achieves this through her unique light-hearted and colourful vector illustration 

style. This style has led to collaborations with Hasbro and Yakult, as well as publication in 

Discovery Magazine. 

Gaby’s ‘Profile Picture NFTs’ are titled “Savoury Sweets” and “Food Party”. She has built a 

fantasy world centered around a subject that we all love: Food. When we examine the details of 

Gaby’s colourful world, we find foods that we recognize from our most indulgent moments. We 

use not only our eyes, but also our mouths to unpack Gaby’s creation.  

 

 
JUM ‘Blissful Unconsciousness’ 

BORED Version 

 
JUM ‘Unbound Awareness’ 

NOT BORED Version 
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Julia Marinelli, known as JUM, is a Brazilian artist based in Hong Kong. Growing up in Brazil, 

Julia has always been surrounded by her culture’s beautiful sounds, colours, tastes and movements. 

She wants to gift that culture through her art. Julia often depicts dreamy and surreal settings, which 

are attempts to visualize things we cannot see: Fantasies, dreams or even feelings. These works 

illustrate the connection between humans and nature that are not ordinarily visible to the naked eye. 

“Blissful Unconsciousness” and “Unbound Awareness” explore JUM’s constant desire for self-

improvement and exploration. Both images present the subject being grounded to stay somewhere 

familiar, while also being pulled up to explore an unchartered space. In “Blissful 

Unconsciousness”, the purple background creates a night-like ambience which lulls the viewer and 

the subject into a sleepy state. In this state, the subject takes comfort in being grounded, and is not 

aware of her inner desire to explore upwards. In “Unbound Awareness”, we see the moment the 

subject is ‘awakened’ to her ambitions. Night turns to day and the subject ignites her fire within.  

 

 
HOY ‘Daily Life of an Office Lady’ 

BORED Version 

 
HOY ‘Office Lady Hits the Jackpot’ 

NOT BORED Version 

 

HOY is a Hong Kong illustrator. Her works are influenced by classic cartoonist Fred Quimby, 

whom she admires for his ability to transform tragedy into comedy. HOY’s works depict women 

surviving their unique surroundings in their own inventive ways. 

HOY’s ‘Profile Picture NFT’ are titled “Daily Life of an Office Lady” and “Office Lady Hits the 

Jackpot”. It depicts how a change in fortune can transform a person’s demeanor and the way in 

which they view the world. HOY depicts two scenes: One in which the subject is grinding in her 

ordinary day job, and another in which she begins to pursue her passion: becoming a rockstar. As 

the subject pursues her dreams, she brings life not only to herself but also to the world around her. 

This is presented through the use of the same office setting in both the corporate and the rockstar 

scene: the office becomes the concert hall, the eerie becomes the celebrated, and the mundane 

becomes the spirited. 
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Viki Chan ‘Whisper’ 

BORED Version 

 
Viki Chan ‘Once Upon a Time’ 

NOT BORED Version 
 

Viki Chan is a Hong Kong illustrator. Viki’s art is influenced by her work as a costume designer. 

Each time she designs a costume, she creates a narrative which brings the costume to life. Her 

artistic process is the same: Each work is a glimpse into a fictional story inside Viki’s imagined 

world. Her creative approach has led to design partnerships with LVMH and Ocean Park. 

Viki’s ‘Profile Picture NFTs’ are titled “Whisper” and “Once Upon a Time”. Both depict a subject 

telling her story, with the pages of her booking coming to life as the story unfolds. The imagery 

becomes part of the subject’s costume, and ultimately her identity. The works display Viki’s ability 

to utilize her traditional oil painting background: She translates the rawness and depth of visible 

brush strokes into digital art. 

In “Once Upon a Time”, the subject shows a silent conversation between lovers inside a book. The 

story blends with the subject’s clothing and surroundings, allowing each element in the work to tell 

a story about the subject’s identity. In “Whisper”, we see a serpent come to life from out of the 

book. The serpent shreds its outer skin and reveals a beautiful blue porcelain pattern, which 

represents healing. 

 

Event Details 

Andreas Ivan ‘Smoochies’ Exhibition 

Date | 7th – 15th October 2021 (10:00 – 18:00) 

Venue | Poly Gallery Hong Kong (7/F, One Pacific Place, 88 Queensway, Admiralty, Hong 

Kong) 

Details | 16 ‘Smoochies’ and physical prints of Andreas Ivan’s MÆTHERIAL series will be 

exhibited 

 

Are you BORED or NOT? 

Date | 22nd  October – 9th  November 2021 (11:00 – 20:00) 

Venue | Shop 100B, Level L1, Pacific Place (Near Dim Sum Library) 

Details | Works of the 11 artists will be exhibited 

 

NFT Online Auction 

Date | 8th  - 12th  November 2021  

Platform | The Poly Auction app and the WeChat mini program 
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Details | Lots will include 16 ‘Smoochies’ NFT works and 11 NFT works (Not Bored Versions 

from the ‘Are you BORED or NOT?’ exhibition); 27 artworks in total. 

 

 
 

High-res Images Access 

Google：

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dfYpkRbeC36Ufpl59G2ZiZ6GM5PrVDHC?usp=sharing 

Baidu：https://pan.baidu.com/s/1UYEZzb9SLxrctKarnqPtcA  （Password：o8tj） 

 

Media Enquiries 

Fatima Lam | flam@polyauction.com.hk | +852 2303 9891 

Jessica Chen | jchen@polyauction.com.hk | +852 2303 9892 

 

 

About Poly Auction Hong Kong 

Poly Auction (Hong Kong) Limited (Poly Auction Hong Kong), established in 2012 by Poly 

Culture Group Corp. Ltd., is a young yet remarkable auction house in Hong Kong and the Asia 

Pacific region. Beijing Poly International Auction, a subsidiary of Poly Culture Group Corp Ltd., 

is China’s largest state-owned auction house and holds the highest auction transaction volume of 

Chinese art in the world. 

Poly Culture Group Corporation Limited expanded its auction business to Hong Kong in 2012 with 

the establishment of Poly Auction Hong Kong, and was listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange 

on 6 March 2014 (Poly Culture Group Corp. Ltd., 03636.HK). 

Poly Auction Hong Kong has repeatedly achieved record auction results over the past few years, 

exhibiting a steady momentum of promising growth. Poly Auction (Hong Kong) comprises six 

departments: Modern and Contemporary Art, Fine Chinese Paintings and Calligraphy, Chinese 

Ceramics and Works of Art, Magnificent Jewels and Prestige Watches, and Rare Wine, Whisky 

and Chinese Tea Department. 

We are entering the international art market with the aim to provide professional consultation, 

exceptional collections, and the highest quality service. Poly Auction has a global network of 

offices, including Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, Macao, Xiamen, Shandong, Taipei, Tokyo, and 

New York. 

 

Official Website:  https://www.polyauction.com.hk  

Facebook:   Poly Auction Hong Kong  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dfYpkRbeC36Ufpl59G2ZiZ6GM5PrVDHC?usp=sharing
file:///C:/Users/AC/Documents/WeChat%20Files/wxid_5plajvziyjee12/FileStorage/File/2021-10/%20https/pan.baidu.com/s/1UYEZzb9SLxrctKarnqPtcA
file:///C:/Users/AC/Documents/WeChat%20Files/wxid_5plajvziyjee12/FileStorage/File/2021-10/%20https/pan.baidu.com/s/1UYEZzb9SLxrctKarnqPtcA
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Instagram:   polyauctionhk 

WeChat account:  polyauction-hongkong 

 

          

 

About The Authority: 

The Authority is established in 2021 by Mr Eliott Suen. Eliott comes from a family of art 

collectors and is currently a member of the Hong Kong Museum Advisory Committee. His father 

Stephen devoted himself to the development of Chinese art and culture. Stephen is the founder of 

The Chamber of Young Snow, a collection dedicated to Chinese Fine Arts ranging from Han 

Dynasty masterpieces to Contemporary works. Stephen also funds famous institutions (including 

Peking University, Hong Kong University and Lingnan University) to develop cultural research 

and education. The Authority is Eliott’s latest venture, an art and culture technology incubation 

platform with the aim of promoting digital and blockchain art. The Authority works with artists, 

locations, crypto community, collectors and brands to deepen public knowledge towards 

blockchain assets, NFTs, and the future.  

 

Official Website:  www.theauthority.asia 

Instagram:   theauthority.asia 

 

 


