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Jean-Michel Basquiat’s Masterpiece Untitled  

will lead Poly Auction Hong Kong’s 10th Anniversary Auctions 

Basquiat’s masterpiece unseen for more than 20 years to be offered 

One of the earliest works from the legendary artist 

marked his signature visual symbols with the Black face and the three-pointed crown 

 

Jean-Michel Basquiat 

Untitled, executed in 1981, acrylic, spray paint, oilstick and paper collage on canvas, 122 x 142.2 cm., estimate upon request 

 

(13 May 2022 – Hong Kong) Poly Auction Hong Kong proudly presents Untitled, a masterpiece by Jean-Michel Basquiat, 

at the 10th Anniversary Auctions, to be held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre from 9 to 14 July. The 

preview at K11 ATELIER Victoria Dockside between 20 and 25 May will showcase this iconic work. Featuring signature 

motifs by the legendary artist, Untitled embodies a spirit of power and intensity, presenting Basquiat’s extraordinary and 

unique aesthetic sensibilities. Remained unseen for more than 20 years, Untitled comes with an exceptional artistic value, 

meanwhile kicking off Poly Auction Hong Kong’s splendid 10th anniversary auctions.  

 



 

 

SAMO IS DEAD. In 1979, Basquiat wrote this epitaph on the wall to declare the end of his identity as a street artist, 

moving forward to start his career as a solo artist. This stage symbolises a time of creative energy and a prelude to his 

legendary artistry blossoming under the spotlight. Created in 1981, Untitled is one of Basquiat’s early masterpieces, with 

its large blocks of red and black, it is a powerful and rampant portrait of Basquiat’s bloodlust and wildness at the age of 

20. Faces and human figures are central to Basquiat’s oeuvre. Before 1981, he had focused on the urban landscape as the 

subject matter and afterwards the depiction of African mask-like black faces began to emerge. Untitled not only features 

Basquiat’s most iconic African mask-like, bold and radical black face, which is crowned by his most iconic symbol, the 

“three-pointed crown”, further symbolising the notion of “authority”. This is one of the first paintings in the series to 

present these symbols, marking the establishment of his signature visual style. The spiked tent, as the symbol of American 

Indian culture, appears twice to represent Basquiat’s unique multicultural perspective. Echoes with the Black protagonist 

who is crowned by Basquiat, the tent here is used to suggest that he is a heroic figure with supreme honour. His face and 

facial features are presented in interweaving layers and his expression is fueled by energy and anger, as if he were a loyal 

knight or a lone hero. With a sword in hand, this Black character could be a reference to Malcolm X, the human rights 

activist, or Jesse Owens, the legendary athlete, who seems to bravely pierce through chaos and darkness to declare war 

against the opposition. In addition, the recurring signs and symbols such as the house with “S”, the baseball, and metal 

names “TIN”, “GOLD”, “LEAD” have been used in this work; those are what Basquiat had been using throughout his art 

career, representing various meanings at different stages respectively. 

 

Basquiat had begun to integrate his own identity and cultural background into his painting since 1981, and was invited by 

the renowned curator Diego Cortez to participate in the “New York/New Wave” group exhibition at MoMA PS1, and had 

his first solo exhibition in Italy. At the end of the same year, art critic Rene Richard published an essay in Artforum, in 

which Basquiat’s work was examined and discussed by academics in print for the very first time. Untitled was not only 

the first attempt of the lifelong artistic quest of Basquiat, but it was also the path that was continued in his subsequent 

exploration and works. It was also a testament to his significance as a legendary and gifted artist who ushered in the era 

of American Neo-expressionism. It proves that this artistic genius and his works hold a pivotal position in the 

contemporary art world. It has been over 20 years since Untitled appeared in the auction market, and this exposure in Asia 

is all the more remarkable. 

 

The auction preview of Untitled will take place at K11 ATELIER Victoria Dockside from 20 to 25 May. The work will 

be later offered at Poly Auction Hong Kong’s 10th Anniversary Auctions from 9 to 14 July. Other highlights, preview and 

auction details will be announced shortly. 

 

The 10th Anniversary Auctions of Poly Auction Hong Kong – Modern and Contemporary Art and Chinese Contemporary 

Ink Painting Highlights Preview 

Hong Kong｜20 – 25 May｜10 am to 6 pm｜L801-03, K11 ATELIER Victoria Dockside, 18 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui 

 

Poly Auction Hong Kong 10th Anniversary Auctions  

Hong Kong｜9 – 14 July｜Hall 1E, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, 1 Expo Drive, Wanchai 

 

High-res Images: 

Google: https://bit.ly/PolyAuctionHK-Basquiat-Untitled   
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About Poly Auction Hong Kong: 

 

Poly Auction (Hong Kong) Limited (Poly Auction Hong Kong), established in 2012 by Poly Culture Group Corp. Ltd., is a young 

yet remarkable auction house in Hong Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Beijing Poly International Auction, a subsidiary of Poly 

Culture Group Corp Ltd., is China’s largest state-owned auction house and holds the highest auction transaction volume of Chinese 

art in the world. 

 

Poly Culture Group Corporation Limited expanded its auction business to Hong Kong in 2012 with the establishment of Poly Auction 

Hong Kong, and was listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange on 6 March 2014 (Poly Culture Group Corp. Ltd., 03636.HK). 

 

Poly Auction Hong Kong has repeatedly achieved record auction results over the past few years, exhibiting a steady momentum of 

promising growth. Poly Auction Hong Kong concluded with an impressive HKD 2.6 billion in sales in 2021. Poly Auction (Hong 

Kong) comprises six departments: Modern and Contemporary Art, Fine Chinese Paintings and Calligraphy, Chinese Ceramics and 

Works of Art, Magnificent Jewels and Prestige Watches, Noble Handbags and Hype Collectibles and Rare Wine, Whisky and Chinese 

Tea Department. 

 

We are entering the international art market with the aim to provide professional consultation, exceptional collections, and the highest 

quality service. Poly Auction has a global network of offices, including Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, Macao, Xiamen, Shandong, 

Taipei, Tokyo, and New York. 
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Official Website:   http://www.polyauction.com.hk  

Facebook:   Poly Auction Hong Kong  

Instagram:   polyauctionhk 

WeChat account:   polyauction-hongkong 

RED account:  保利香港拍賣有限公司 

 

 

 


